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Week 8 Discussion: Future Directions
[bookmark: _GoBack]The public health is mostly to be affected in the future by various issues, especially the social policies, which determines the conditions that people are born, grow, live, work, and age. According to the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (2017), the social determinants of health are most likely to affect the future implementation of health strategies. Nies and McEwen (2019) agree with Robert Wood Johnson Foundation that nurses have a responsibility to promote public health no matter where they are or how they practice it. However, the declining health of the American citizens in the past recent decades creates more challenges in the attempt to promote public health among the U.S. population in the 21st century. 

Another factor that would affect future public health includes health inequities. According to Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (2017), equity is understood as the state in which everyone in a country can access full health potential without social or any other form of discrimination. However, recent opposition to the implementation of the Affordable Care Act in the United States by the Republicans seems to be working towards ensuring that only the rich can afford quality health care as it has been for the last centuries. As Nies and McEwen (2019) explain, there are various ethical issues that a public health nurse could encounter. Opposition to the implementation of the ACA is one of the ways that nurses could be exposed to ethical issues and concerns because they will have to make a decision to follow the policy or work with what they have learned in school. 

Global health concerns continue to impact many communities including my community. I believe that achieving global or community population-focused nursing will reduce declining health. As Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (2017) explains, nurses are important and critical to reversing the decline in health status in the United States well as help in improving the health care costs. I see my community’s health status improving as there will be better ways to manage the growing chronic diseases; thus, increasing the expectancy rate. This strategy will enhance collaboration between the health professions and other sectors that can impact the community health. It will also enhance education to the community members, especially the young generation and equip them with the skills that they require to understand the potential impacts of the community health. 
One way to implement population health in my community can be through working together with the community. According to National Quality Forum (2016), designing a strong and healthy community requires collaboration with different partners across multiple sectors. For example, in order to work on policies, systems and environmental changes that can help reduce the burden of chronic diseases such as obesity, as a nurse, I have to form partnership and coalition with the key stakeholders in the community such as policymakers and the members of the public to design and implement these changes.
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